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ECM+ 2018-2019 Season
Touring luminous music

News release — For immediate release. Montreal, June 20, 2018. Following its successful 30th anniversary season, the ECM+ picks up where it left 
off with an eclectic program that will delight music lovers eager to hear something new as well as fans of past musical gems. Three tours will punctuate 
this new season: Generation2018 will cross the country, Stylus Phantasticus will be presented in Montreal’s Maisons de la culture, and Hockey Noir, the 
Opera, in Belgium. The concerts Kathinka's Chant and À quelle heure commence le temps ? also imbue the season with a sense of (re)discovery, with 
their programs featuring both contemporary music classics and creation.

Generation2018: Cross-Canada tour
Dupuis, Giguère, O'Callaghan, Tidrow
Thursday, November 1, 2018, 7:30 p.m. 
Salle de concert du Conservatoire, Montréal 

8 concerts across Canada, from October 25 to November 11, 2018 
Banff, Calgary, Vancouver, Montreal, Quebec, Ottawa, Winnipeg and Toronto

“Hats off to the ECM+, Véronique Lacroix and her, often young, musicians for their commitment 
and for the choice of interesting works that underpin their repertoire.” - Christophe Huss, Le Devoir 
 
Traversing the country from west to east, the ECM+ Generation2018 tour, led by Véronique Lacroix 
and hosted by composer Gabriel Dharmoo, presents a new edition of this legendary national contest! 
Come hear four creations by Sophie Dupuis (NB/ON), Patrick Giguère (QC), James O’Callaghan (BC/
QC) and Thierry Tidrow (ON/Germany) in mesmerizing performances by the ECM+. Audiences will be 
invited to vote for their favourite work.

ECM+, 10 musicians | Véronique Lacroix, direction  
Chloé Dominguez, cello | Gabriel Dharmoo, host

Hockey Noir, the Opera: Belgian tour
Ristic/Castellucci

Thursday, November 29, 2018, 8 p.m. 
Arsonic concert hall, Mons 
Sunday, December 2, 2018, 3 p.m. 
Halles de Schaerbeek, Festival Ars Musica, Brussels

“It’s Hockey Opera Hat Trick: Music, Libretto, Graphics.” 
- Arthur Kaptainis, Classical Voice North America, May 2018

After conquering Montreal and Toronto, the show Hockey Noir, the Opera continues its tour across the 
Atlantic. In the post-war “film noir” style of the 1950s, Hockey Noir depicts the imaginary goings-on behind 
the scenes of old-time hockey. Star players, dubious bets, femmes fatales and zealous detectives crisscross 
each other and dance the waltz of improbable playoffs!

Kimberlyn Porter, illustrations | Marie-Josée Chartier, staging

Pascale Beaudin, soprano | Marie-Annick Béliveau, mezzo  
Michiel Schrey, tenor | Pierre-Étienne Bergeron, baritone | Jean Marchand, narrator

Ensemble Musiques Nouvelles, 6 musicians | Véronique Lacroix, conductor

À quelle heure commence le temps ? 
A collective tribute to Gilles Tremblay SUITE 
 

Friday, January 25, 2019, 7:30 p.m. 
Salle de concert du Conservatoire, Montréal

Following the success of their first tribute to this great Canadian composer and teacher last January, the 
ECM+, Paramirabo and the Conservatoire once more present his music. Wind Quintet Choros joins them this 
year to celebrate this long a leading figure at the Conservatoire. The program of À quelle heure commence 
le temps ? features baritone Vincent Ranallo and pianist Louise Bessette as soloists, accompanied by an 
ensemble of 15 musicians conducted by Véronique Lacroix. The concert also includes the too infrequently 
performed Triojubilus, by Paramirabo, and Le Signe du lion, with Olivier Maranda (tam-tam) and Laurence 
Latreille-Gagné (horn).

A coproduction of ECM+, Paramirabo, Choros, the soloists and CMM 
Vincent Ranallo, baritone and Louise Bessette, piano 
Véronique Lacroix and Jeff Stonehouse, artistic direction
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ECM+: More than an ensemble, the Ensemble contemporain de Montréal (ECM+) produces multidisciplinary musical events and showcases Canadian musical 
creation throughout the country. Renowned for her flair and appetite for risk-taking, artistic director Véronique Lacroix communicates her passion through 
daring performances and is helping to steer new generations of composers and performers towards new horizons 

Kathinka’s Chant
Stockausen, Brook

Monday, March 4, 2019, 7:30 p.m. 
Théâtre Rouge du Conservatoire, Montréal

As part of this ECM+ series intended to showcase young virtuoso soloists, flutist Marilène 
Provencher-Leduc performs Stockhausen’s famous Kathinka’s Gesang from the opera Licht, in its 
original version for solo flute and six spatially separated percussionists. In this veritable “requiem” for 
Lucifer, the cat Kathinka recites the magic formulas that will guide Lucifer to the light. The program 
also includes the premiere of Axon by Taylor Brook—the Generation2016 Jury Award winner—
performed by Provencher-Leduc with double bass player Gaspard Daigle, and Nasenflügel Tanz, also 
by Stockhausen, performed by percussionist Olivier Maranda.

Marilène Provencher-Leduc, flute | Gaspard Daigle, double bass  
Olivier Maranda, percussion | 5 percussionists

Stylus Phantasticus: Montreal tour
Lesage
Tuesday, April 2, 2019, 7:30 p.m.  
Amphithéâtre du Gesù, Le Vivier, Montréal

“This show’s visuals are a pure delight for the eyes. The privilege of hearing contemporary works. Beautiful 
in its entirety.”
- Thérèse Morin, audience member, april 2017

A timeless pictorial stroll through the whimsical world of composer Jean Lesage. Véronique Lacroix leads 
12 ECM+ musicians and virtuoso violinist Victor Fournelle-Blain against a backdrop of video projections of 
about forty masterpieces culled from the modern, surrealist and cubist genres. An immersive experience 
in which Lesage’s music - in various forms: orchestral, for string quartet and for soloist - enters into a 
dialogue with the paintings of great 20th-century masters. A rich sound and visual journey, commented 
by musicologist Pierre Vachon. Works by Lesage: Le projet Amadeus, Ivresses songes sourdes nuits, 
Quatuor à cordes IV and Soliloque aux figures éphémères.

Véronique Lacroix, artistic and musical direction | ECM+, 12 musicians 
Victor Fournelle-Blain, violin | Pierre Vachon, host 

As part of the Conseil des arts de Montréal en tournée (touring program):
• April 3, 2019, 7:30 p.m. | Quai 5160 : Maison de la culture, Verdun

• April 7, 2019, 4 p.m. | Théâtre Mirella et Lino Saputo, Saint-Léonard

• April 10, 2019, 8 p.m. | Maison de la culture Claude Léveillée, Villeray

• April 13, 2019, 7:30 p.m. | Maison culturelle et communautaire, Montréal-Nord

• April 28, 2019, 11 a.m. | Pavillon de l’Entrepôt, Lachine

• May 9, 2019, 8 p.m. | Théâtre Paradoxe, Le Sud-Ouest


