News release — For immediate release

ECM+ 2019-2020 season
Prodigious dialogues

Montreal, August 6, 2019 - For its 32nd season, the Ensemble contemporain de Montréal (ECM+) presents dialogues between composers
and creators of powerful but distinctive worlds in two sensational new shows. The season’s curtain rises on Quebec composer Michel
Gonneville’s Chansons du Bonhomme de chemin, a work in which intertwines the music and words of Erik Satie with astonishing
resonance, presented in the magnificent setting of Bourgie Hall. The crowning moment of this prodigious season will be a totally
explosive new production, the multidisciplinary L’Outre-rêve, whose venturesome cross-Atlantic constituents will surprise and engage
audiences. Between these two extremes, the third part of the series Hommage collectif à Gilles Tremblay and a new edition of the
famous Generation project continue the Ensemble’s long-running conversations both with this venerable pillar of Quebec music and with
young Canadian composers.

CHANSONS du BONHOMME DE CHEMIN
Gonneville / Satie
a

Sunday, November 17, 2019, 2:30 p.m.
Bourgie Hall, Montreal
A new instrumental and vocal work by Michel Gonneville based on poems by
Pierre Morency. Inspired by childhood and imbued with tenderness, the piece
explores the cycle of the seasons through words and music that comment by
turns on the lightness of youth and the torment of the adult. Short, lively
piano pieces by Erik Satie —Sports et Divertissements and Pièces froides—are
gracefully interlaced with the songs of Chansons du Bonhomme, performed
by soloists and orchestra, revealing contrasts and unexpectedly related
themes. Accompanying the musical performance will be projections of Satie’s
humorous, handwritten texts alternating with Morency’s reflective poetry.
Magali Simard-Galdès, soprano | Dion Mazerolle, baritone| Louise Bessette, piano
Véronique Lacroix, conductor | ECM+, 12 musicians
In collaboration with Arte Musica.

ENVOI – Hommage collectif III à Gilles Tremblay
Tremblay / Palmieri

Friday, January 24, 2020, 7:30 p.m.
Salle de concert du Conservatoire, Montreal
Since 2018, the Ensemble contemporain de Montréal (ECM+) and its partners
have been coming together for an annual collective tribute concert to the
late, great composer and teacher Gilles Tremblay, a long-time figurehead in
Canada and at the Conservatoire where he taught. On the program will be
Envoi for solo piano, featuring Louise Bessette and large ensemble, and
various chamber works. Concertgoers will also hear Versetti by composer
Silvio Palmieri, a former student of Gilles Tremblay, who died before his time
in 2018.
A co-production between the Ensemble contemporain de Montréal (ECM+) and Paramirabo, Magnitude6 and pianist Louise Bessette,
in collaboration with the Conservatoire de musique de Montréal.
Véronique Lacroix and Jeff Stonehouse, artistic direction

GENERATION2020: Workshops and Mini-Concerts
Simms / Dufour-Laperrière / Maier / Ricketts
Wednesday, February 12, 2020, 12 p.m.
Salle Adrienne-Milotte, Cégep Saint-Laurent, Workshop #1
Saturday, February 15, 2020, 10 a.m., 1:45 p.m. and 3:15 p.m.
Salle multimédia du Conservatoire, Montreal, Workshops #2-3-4
A Canadian project now become a legend, the latest edition of Generation
will give four young composers the opportunity to explore sound with the
musicians of the ECM+ and Véronique Lacroix. Mini-concerts and public
composition workshops led by Gabriel Dharmoo will give music lovers a
glimpse into the musical writing process behind the work of Bekah Simms
(NL/ON), Gabriel Dufour-Laperrière (QC), Stefan Maier (BC) and Matthew
Ricketts (BC/NY), each of which were selected by a prestigious national jury in
the summer of 2019.
Gabriel Dharmoo, host
Véronique Lacroix, conductor | ECM+, 11 musicians

L’OUTRE-RÊVE – Récits initiatiques transfrontaliers
Black / Boucher / Henry / Nešić
May 6 and 7, 2020, 7:30 p.m.
Centaur Theatre, Montreal
A total multidisciplinary show combining orchestral and electroacoustic
creations, poetry, graphic art, acting and video art, L’Outre-rêve brings to life
new works by composers Annesley Black, Myriam Boucher and Snežana
Nešić. It draws its inspiration from an initiatory narrative written by the poet,
visual artist and composer Symon Henry, who is also featured on the
program. The work explores the relationship between bodies and identities,
memories and their transformation into stories, and the translation into
reality of the imaginary wanderings of the dream embodied by three soloists
and their characters.
Soloists:
Sarah Albu, soprano
Émilie Girard-Charest, musical saw and cello
Snežana Nešić, accordion

Creators:
Véronique Lacroix, artistic director
Symon Henry, poetic tale and graphic art
Line Nault, staging
Myriam Boucher, videos
Martin Sirois, lighting

ECM+: 10 musicians conducted by Véronique Lacroix

ECM+: More than an ensemble, the Ensemble contemporain de Montréal (ECM+) produces multidisciplinary musical events and
showcases Canadian musical creation across the country. Renowned for her flair and appetite for risk-taking, artistic director
Véronique Lacroix communicates her passion through daring performances and is helping to steer new generations of composers and
performers towards new horizons.
The ECM+ is in residence at the Conservatoire de musique de Montréal.
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